56                        THE GOLDEN LOTUS

Jade. "So you are here," said Orchid. "We have been looking

all round the garden for you."

"There were so many people about we did not stay long,"
Tower of Jade said.

"What were you doing all that time in the inner court?"
Cassia said to Splendour.

"We were having tea in the Fourth Lady's room."

Golden Lotus looked at Tower of Jade and the Lady of
the Vase. Then she laughed. "Who told you she was the
Fourth Lady?"

"She asked us to go and take tea in her room," Graceful
said, "and, since we had not been presented to her before,
we asked hg: what was her position in the household and she
said: 'I am the Fourth Lady.' "

"The hussy!" Golden Lotus cried. "It would have been
more becoming if somebody else had said so for her. In this
house she is of no account at all; nobody calls her the Fourth
Lady. But she has had her husband in her room for one night.
Now she has managed to scrape a little colour together and
is all agog to start a dye-works. If it hadn't been that Aunt Wu
was in the Great Lady's room, Cassia in the Second Lady's
room, Aunt Yang in the Third Lady's room, the Silver Maid
in the Sixth Lady's room, and my mother in mine, he would
never have dreamed of going to her."

"You ought to havd* seen her this morning," Tower of
Jade said. "When she had seen Father to her door she flaunted
herself about the courtyard, with a 'Here, Chang!' and a 'Now,
you Li!' making a tremendous fuss of herself."

"Well," Golden Lotus said, "the proverb says: 'Never
indulge a slave, and never spoil a child/ " She said to Tiny
Jade: "I hear your father told the Great Lady he was going
to buy that woman a maid. Last night, when he was in her
room, he found it all at sixes and sevens. He asked her, and
the little strumpet seized the opportunity and told him she
was so busy all day she had not time to clean her room. She
said she only went there to sleep and that was all. So he said:
'Don't worry about that any more. I will ask the Great Lady
to get you a maid/ Is this true?"

"I know nothing about it," Tiny Jade said. "Perhaps Flute
of Jade heard it."